Reports of Human Rights Violations

 In the Special Management Unit(SMU) 

at SCI Camp Hill- 2007-2008

-Physical/Mental Abuse, Medical Neglect, Denial of Due Process, racism, etc.-

This information was reported to the Human Rights Coalition by way of

letters, grievances, and lawsuits sent by people incarcerated in the SMU at SCI Camp Hill and their families.

Human Rights Coalition FedUp! Chapter   5125 Penn Ave Pittsburgh, PA 15224     phone -  412-361-3022 xt. 4     email -  hrcfedup@gmail.com
The following information is organized chronologically 

--Please note that some of these reports go into detail of physical abuse and may be upsetting—

	Date of Incident
	Date Reported
	Name, #, Location of Person(s)
	Staff Involved
	Type of Abuse
	Description of Incident
	Grievance Filed, Date, #
	Discrimination

	January 22, 2007
	August 1, 2007
	Carrington Keys #EF4010 SCI Camp Hill
	Sgt. Dukes, C/O Ayers, Griffin, Yahn, Gerber, and Simpson
	Physical; psychological; deprivation of recreation, food, showers, property
	After filing a lawsuit against the Special Management Unit where he is held concerning experimental research, food poisoning, denial of meals, beatings, and denial of programs to mental health patients, Keys was attacked during a cell search while handcuffed to a dog leash.  Sgt. Dukes, C/Os Ayers, Griffin, Yahn, Gerber, and Simpson took Keys into an empty cell and repeatedly kicked and punched him in the head.  The physical abuse was accompanied by racial slurs.  Keys suffered a broken nose, two black eyes and a fractured skull.  Since the incident Keys reports being systematically harassed, denied exercise, meals and showers, and his property has been destroyed.  When he does receive meals they often contain broken glass, urine, or feces.  Sgt. Dukes told Keys that he had disease and had placed his own DNA in the inmate’s food.
	Yes
	Yes, racial

	May 3, 2007
	August 1, 2007 by Carrington Keys #EF4010
	Anthony Martin #CC1326 SCI Camp Hill
	Sgt. Dukes
	Physical
	Anthony Martin was assaulted by Sgt. Dukes while handcuffed.
	Unknown
	No

	May 3, 2007
	August 1, 2007 by Carrington Keys #EF4010
	Ravanna Spencer #FH6976 SCI Camp Hill
	Sgt. Dukes 
	Physical
	Ravanna Spencer was assaulted by Sgt. Dukes while handcuffed.
	Unknown
	No

	June 2007
	August 1, 2007 by Carrington Keys #EF4010
	Steve Cave #EF5695 SCI Camp Hill
	Sgt. Dukes
	Physical
	Steve Cave was assaulted by Sgt. Dukes while handcuffed.
	Unknown
	no

	August 2, 2007
	June 9, 2008; August 17, 2008
	Terry Brooks #DD3814

SCI Camp Hill
	Sgt. Free; C/Os Elwell, Eger
	Physical
	On this date Mr. Brooks had his arms and wrist slammed in the cell slot by C/Os Elwell and Eger and Sgt. Freecausing bleeding and swelling.
	Yes
	No

	August 22, 2007
	
	Carrington Keys #EF4010 SCI Camp Hill
	Lt. Krieder
	Psychological/racism; denial of due process
	Keys was told by Lt. Krieder, “I put you on grievance restriction so that you can’t report what we’re doing to you, nigger.”
	Prohibited
	Yes, racial

	August 29, 2007
	
	Carrington Keys #EF4010 SCI Camp Hill
	Lt. Krieder
	Psychological/racist death threat
	Keys was told by Krieder, “You’re going to die, nigger.  We have more than one way to kill you and cover it up.”
	Unknown
	Yes, racial

	Spring 2007—present
	September 8, 2008
	Ronald Jackson #CF3994 SCI Camp Hill
	Unnamed
	Denial of due process/retaliation
	On May 24, 2007, Mr. Jackson filed a civil action complaint against SCI Graterford guards, and was subsequently transferred to the SMU at Camp Hill, where he is still confined today, in a retaliatory move.
	Unknown
	no

	December 29, 2007
	June 26, 2008
	Damont Hagan #DS9488

SCI Camp Hill
	Major Southers; C/O Spiels; Sgt. Zeider; Hearing Examiner Resinger
	Fabricated charges; deprivation of hygiene supplies; denial of due process
	Hagan was given a fabricated charge in retaliation for filing a grievance to Major (now Deputy) R. Southers. The misconduct was written by C/O Spiels who said, “Dagan, you’re a pussy for filing that grievance and request so lay down ‘cause you’re not getting shit,” and he was subsequently denied cell cleaning and personal hygiene supplies. Sgt. Zeider told Hagan that he’d “never see A.C. status again,” and hearing examiner Resinger disallowed witnesses and video evidence, stating, “Hagan, even if the camera would show me otherwise I’d still believe officer Spiels.”  Hagan received 90 days in D-Pod (phase-5 highest security).


	Yes
	no

	January 3-17, 2008
	June 26, 2008
	Damont Hagan #DS9488

SCI Camp Hill
	C/Os Spiels, Eger, Clark, Gemberling, unnamed others; Unit Manager Chambers; Major Southers; Psychologist Kalsky; Sgt. Zeider; Lt. Via; Sgt. Warner; Lt. Simms
	Deprivation of cleaning and hygiene supplies
	In a Declaration sent to HRC Mr. Hagan detailed 8 days in a two-week period when he was denied cleaning and hygiene supplies, including soap, toothbrush and toothpaste, shaves, toilet paper, and cell cleaning supplies.  Lack of proper hygienic supplies led to rashes developing in the prisoner’s anal and penile areas.  The C/Os listed to the left were guilty of the deprivations, as were the ranking officers and psychologist Kalsky who all enabled and authorized the above through inaction and encouragement of the officers.
	Yes
	no

	January 21 & 25, 2008, February 18, 2008
	June 26, 2008
	Damont Hagan #DS9488

SCI Camp Hill
	C/Os Spiels & Eger
	Psychological
	January 21, 2008—C/O Spiels told Hagan to write another request slip stating that “I said as soon as you come out of your cell for law library I am going to break your jaw and put you in the hospital.”

January 25, 2008—C/O Eger said he would “beat [Hagan’s] ass”

February 18, 2008—C/O Spiels said he would “fuck [Hagan’s} pretty ass good.”
	Yes
	no

	January 29, 2008
	June 5, 2008 by Gary Tucker & June, 9, 2008 by Terry Brooks #DD3814
	Gary Tucker #FG8520

SCI Camp Hill (SMU)
	Lt. Klanedist, C/Os Bankes, Sabalsky
	Physical, denial of due process
	After “heated words” between Mr. Tucker and a guard his door was opened and the prisoner was jumped and “slammed face first to the floor” by C/O Sabalsky,  C/O Bankes assisted in holding the prisoner down, cuffing his hands behind his back, and then both C/Os proceeded to punch and slam his face into the floor—in open view of the camera.  Mr. Tucker was then taken to an empty cell—out of view of cameras—and “viciously assaulted by at least 6 guards,” including Lt. Klanedist.  The prisoner was punched, kicked, stomped, and choked until his chin was split wide open, teeth were knocked out, and his face was badly swollen.  Since this incident prison personnel have been deliberately obstructing his efforts to seek redress.
	Yes 
	no

	February 1, 2008
	June 26, 2008
	Damont Hagan #DS9488

SCI Camp Hill
	Psychologist Kalsky
	Medical 
	Psychologist Kalsky refused to provide needed treatment to Mr. Hagan, stating on February 1, 2008 that he would not intervene to assist the prisoner during a period of targeted abuse by prison guards.  Treatment of a sort was finally provided after Hagan filed a grievance.
	Yes
	No

	February 26, 2008
	June 26, 2008
	Damont Hagan #DS9488

SCI Camp Hill
	Sgt. Bingaman; C/Os Spiels and Eger; Lts. Gross, Via; Sgt. Jones; Major Southers; Supt. Palakovich
	Deprivation; contamination (urine)
	Upon returning from medical Hagan found his soap, toilet paper, toothpaste, toothbrush and meds missing and his sheets, pillow case, towel, wash clothes, clothing, blankets and mattress drenched in urine.  That night Sgt. Bingaman and C/Os Eger and Spiels all asked him “how do you like sleeping in white man’s piss.”  Hagan was forced to sleep in this cell for seven days with no water, no hygiene material, and urine-soaked bedding.  Lt. Gross, Lt. Via, Major Southers, Supt. Palakovich, and Sgt. Jones were all informed and took no action.
	Yes
	Yes

racial

	March 10-April 7, 2008
	June 26, 2008
	Damont Hagan #DS9488

SCI Camp Hill
	Lt. Gross; unnamed C/Os (usual suspects implicated—see above logs)
	Deprivations; food tampering
	Hagan was deprived (again) of all hygiene products from March 10, 2008 through April 1.  Hagan also had his food spit in on March 10th, 11th, 18th, 31st and April 7th.  Lt. Gross laughed when witnessing these violations.
	Yes
	No

	April 28, 2008 to present 
	June 26, 2008
	Damont Hagan #DS9488

SCI Camp Hill
	Sgt. Warner
	Deprivations; psychological; physical
	From April 28 through present Hagan has continued to be denied basic needs, threatened, and had his food tampered with continuously.  On May 31st he was transferred to a psychiatric cell with 24-hour lighting.  During this move he was subjected to excessive force by Sgt. Warner in an effort to provoke the inmate so that the Sgt. could “finish [him].”  


	Yes
	no

	April 17, 2008
	September 8, 2008
	Ronald Jackson #CF3994 SCI Camp Hill
	Unnamed
	Physical
	On this date Mr. Jackson was assaulted on route to a misconduct hearing, which was the result of a fabricated charge levied against him in retaliation for filing a grievance.
	Unknown
	No

	May 28 & 29, 2008
	June 16, 2008
	Michael Edwards #CM8086

SCI Fayette-SCI Camp Hill 
	Lt. Lesure, C/O Collings, Edward Kalsky, Dept. Supt. Kazor, Counselor Baker, Sgt. Houser
	Psychological/death threats, theft of property, unlawful transfer, denial of due process
	On May 28th Lt. Lesure threatened Michael Edwards with transfer unless he signed a two-page affidavit dropping the prisoner’s grievances against C/Os Friend and Collings, who  on January 10, 2007 tossed three photographs of lynched black people into Mr. Edwards cell after the prisoner refused to drop an outstanding lawsuit. After his cell was searched twice in twenty minutes and property, including legal documents, were confiscated, Mr. Edwards still refused to sign the affidavit and was promptly placed on a van to SCI Camp Hill without a prior 802 hearing..  On route C/O Collings (twin brother of the former) stated to the prisoner, “Last chance.  You see how easy it would be to kill you?  Drop the complaints.”  Upon arrival at Camp Hill mental health staff member Edward Kalsky threatened Edwards with indefinite SMU confinement unless he signed and dated aforementioned affidavit.  On May 29 Mr. Edwards appeared before the PRC, and unit manager C. Chambers was handed a two-page affidavit from Dept. Supt. Kazor, who both claimed that the document was authorized by “Central Office.”  The prisoner was told that if he signed and dated the affidavit he would be transferred to any prison of his choosing and placed in general population.  Mr. Edwards refused to sign.  Currently, the prisoner still is housed in the SMU without his personal property, access to cleaning supplies, paperwork, and law library; without control over his cell lighting, which is on 24 hours a day, and he has been denied yard.  On May 29 Sgt. Houser also pressured Mr. Edwards to sign the affidavit, and between 5/28/08 and 6/11/08 Edward Kalsky and counselor Phil Baker have attempted to do the same.  These events were described in an affidavit sent to HRC/Fed Up! by Michael Edwards.
	Unknown
	Yes

	June 17, 2008
	June 26, 2008
	Damont Hagan #DS9488

SCI Camp Hill
	Sgt. Warner; C/Os Eger, Gemberling; Lt. Gross
	Cell flooding; unsanitary contamination (urine)
	On June 17, 2008 Sgt. Warner flooded Hagan’s cell several times with buckets of urine-infested water from another cell that was flooded.  C/Os Eger, Gemberling, and Warner all laughed at the prisoner while Lt. Gross told him “this is what you get for writing my guards up all of the time.”
	Unknown
	no

	June 18, 2008
	June 26, 2008 by Gary Tucker#FG8520; July 2, 2008 by Dennis McIntire (email); Damont Hagan #DS9488 on July 7, 2008; July 7, 2008 by Aaron Kelly #GA7799; on July 7, 2008 by David Crews #DC0924; Kayron Shorter #FP3704; Michael Edwards #CM8086
	Gary Tucker #FG8520

SCI Camp Hill
	Sgt. Jones, C/O Banks
	Deprivation of food
	Since June 18, 2008 Gary Tucker has been denied breakfast and lunch by the 6am-2pm shift on orders of Sgt. Jones.  C/O Banks has also been involved in the denial of meals.  On June 26, Mr. Tucker began being denied dinner as well.  Mr. Tucker claims this is retaliation for his efforts at pressing charges against Banks and other prison personnel (see earlier entry) for an assault on 1/29/08.  The deprivation of food was confirmed by Bob Volcheck of SCI Camp Hill in a telephone conversation of 7/2/08.  Several prisoners wrote outside agencies reporting that prison guards, led by Unit Manager Chris Chambers, were trying to starve Tucker to death.  Mr. Tucker was taken to the infirmary on July 11th (see below) and finally given food after continuous outside pressure.  He gained 7.5 pounds in less than 48 hours.
	Yes
	

	July 11, 1008
	July 20, 2008
	Gary Tucker #FG8520 SCI Camp Hill
	Sgt. Warner
	Physical (chemical and electo-shock weapons)
	Upon refusing to present himself to be cuffed for a cell extraction, Sgt. Warner attacked Mr. Tucker with chemical mace for five minutes on order from  Lt. Goss, then several C/Os entered the cell and stunned him to the floor with an electro-shock shield.  
	
	

	July 11, 2008
	July 13, 2008
	Damont Hagan #DS9488 SCI Camp Hill
	C/Os Eger, Bickerti; Sgt. Warner; Lt. Goss
	Denial of visitation; denial of due process
	C/Os Eger, Bickerts, and Sgt. Warner and Lt. Goss denied Mr. Hagan a visit from a lawyer, with Sgt. Warner stating “Hagan, if you come out and speak with this lawyer you’ll pay with your blood.”
	Unknown
	No

	July 14—time of report
	July 20, 2008
	Gary Tucker #FG8520

SCI Camp Hill
	Unnamed
	Deprivation of property
	Mr. Tucker has been placed in ‘hard cell’ without his property for nearly a week at the time of writing,  He has been denied toothpaste, toilet paper, legal documents, etc.
	Unknown
	No

	Ongoing
	July 18, 2008
	Ronald Jackson #CF3994

SCI Camp Hill
	Unnamed
	Deprivation of food
	Mr. Jackson testifies that he has lost 30 pounds as a result of prison undernourishment/deprivation of food
	Unknown
	No

	July 22, 2008—present
	August 14, 2008
	Antonio Johnson #GN4027 SCI Camp Hill
	Unnamed
	Deprivation of food; unsanitary conditions; deprivation of shower, recreation
	Mr. Johnson reports that since he has been transferred to the SMU at Camp Hill he has not had a shower; has been deprived meals (and witnessed the same done to others); and has slept in a room infested with roaches and mice
	Unknown
	no

	August 1st 2008
	August 3, 2008 by Terry Brooks #DD3814; Ronald Jackson #CF3994
	Damont Hagan #DS9488 SCI Camp Hill
	Unit Manager Chambers; Sgt. Jones; C/Os Spiels, Huber, Flynn, Phillips
	Physical; denial of visitation; denial of due process; medical; deprivation/destruction of property
	On August 1st, Damont Hagan was assaulted by several guards, including C/Os Spiels, Flynn and Huber, along with Sgt. Jones.  The assault took place while the prisoner was chained and shackled, on his way to visit his lawyer.  Hagan was stripped and placed in a “hard” cell without his property, water, or mattress.  Other prison personnel, reportedly including Sgt. Jones, Lt. Swift, C/Os Phillips, Brown and Huber, re-entered Hagan’s former cell and began destroying legal property according to multiple eyewitnesses.  Mr. Hagan was and continues to be denied medical treatment as well.
	Unknown
	no

	Early August, 2008
	August 24, 2008 
	Gary Tucker #FG8520 SCI Camp Hill
	Unnamed, high-ranking officials implicated
	Denial of due process/interference w/criminal investigation; fabricated charges
	State police came to the prison to investigate a criminal complaint filed on behalf of Mr. Tucker.  The prison deceived the police, telling them that Mr. Tucker did not wish to see them, and the officer left.  In retaliation prison staff accused Mr. Tucker of aggravated assault on 8/21/08 for an incident that occurred 1/29/08.  In reality, Mr. Tucker was assaulted by several guards on this date, leaving permanent injuries to the prisoner.
	Unknown
	No

	August 2008
	August 17, 2008
	Terry Brooks #DD3814

SCI Camp Hill
	C/Os Weis, Spiels, Bicker
	Fabricated charges; deprivation of food; mail tampering
	Mr. Brooks reports that he has been subjected to various forms of retaliation for his filing a grievance on behalf of Damont Hagan (see July 31st/August 1st entry above).  Brooks has had fabricated charges levied against him, been deprived of food, and had his mail tampered with.  C/Os Weis, Spiels, and Bicker have all been implicated.
	Unknown
	No

	August 2008
	August 17, 2008
	Damont Hagan #DS9488 SCI Camp Hill
	C/Os Spieles, Hubert, Bankes; Sgt. Jones
	Deprivation of food, hygiene supplies; medical; psychological; denial of due process
	Mr. Hagan continues to be “guarded” by staff responsible for assaulting him on August 1st.  C/Os Spieles, Hubert, Bankes, and Sgt. Jones have been the primary perpetrators of continues violations of Mr. Hagan’s rights, including deprivation of food and hygiene supplies, medical neglect for injuries suffered in the assault, and continual threats of future physical violence.  Mr. Hagan has also been placed on grievance restriction so he cannot seek redress for these violations.
	No (grievance restriction)
	no

	August 24, 2008
	August 25, 2008
	Michael Edwards #CM8086

SCI Camp Hill
	Unnamed, food staff implicated
	Unsanitary conditions
	Mr. Edwards sent an object discovered in his food which he believes to be an insect of some sort.
	Unknown
	No

	August 24, 2008
	August 25, 2008
	Michael Edwards #CM8086

SCI Camp Hill
	C/Os Bicker and Troutman
	Deprivation of hygiene supplies; intimidation
	C/Os Bicker and Troutman denied Mr. Edwards soap and toilet paper after the inmate refused to sign an affidavit promising to drop outstanding grievances and pending litigation against PADOC personnel.
	Unknown
	No

	General/summer 2008
	September 8, 2008
	Ronald Jackson #CF3994 SCI Camp Hill
	Unnamed, all SMU personnel implicated
	Deprivation of and tampering with food; physical
	Mr. Jackson reports that prison guards in the SMU use food as a weapon, tamper with mail, and frequently assault those confined there with impunity.
	Unknown 
	No

	General/daily 
	September 18, 2008
	Antonio Johnson #GN4027

SCI Camp Hill
	Unnamed
	Deprivation of food; retaliation; overheating and freezing
	An unnamed Lt., while instructing a new staff member of the workings of the SMU, admitted to using food as a weapon and overheating and freezing prisoner cells in retaliation for inmates filing grievances.
	No
	no

	Summer 2008
	September 19, 2008
	Mario Berry #CW6398

SCI Camp Hill
	Unnamed, high-ranking prison officals implicated
	Psychological
	Mr. Berry is currently being housed in the SMU despite suffering from psychological instability.
	Unknown
	no


